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PAST AND PRESENT NIGERIAN PRESIDENTS 

President Muhammadu Buhari (Current President) 

 

Goodluck Ebele Jonathan (29 May 2010 to 29 May 2015) 

 

Umaru-Musa-Yar-Adua (29 May 2007 to 5 May 2010) 

 

Olusegun Obasanjo (29 May 1999 to 29 May 2007) 

 

General Abdulsalami Abubakar (8 June 1998 to 29 May 1999) 

 

General Sani Abacha (17 November 1993 to 8 June 1998) 

 

Ernest Shonekan (26 August 1993 to 17 November 1993) 

 

General-Ibrahim-Babangida (27 August 1985 to 26 August 1993) 

 

General Muhammadu Buhari (31 December 1983 to 27 August 1985) 

 

President Shehu Shagari (1 October 1979 to 31 December 1983) 

 

General Obasanjo Olusegun (13 February 1976 to 1 October 1979) 



 

General Murtala Mohammed (29 July 1975 to 13 February 1976) 

 

General Yakubu Gowon (1 August 1966 to 29 July 1975) 

 

General Johnson Aguiyi-Ironsi (16 January 1966 to 29 July 1966) 

 

Azikiwe Nnamdi (1 October 1963 to 16 January 1966) 

 

 

Who is Nigeria's best performing president since 1999? 

 

Umaru Yaradua is the arguably the best performing president of Nigeria since the 

inception of democracy in 1999. This great leader made a significant progress in 

his years as the president of Nigeria. He became president in May 29th 2007. He 

made so many giant strides in the country. 

 

He released some political prisoners in the country to bring peace and unity in the 

country. He ensured the compensation of the Niger Delta militants in a peace deal 

brokered by international community to make sure the country is well brought to 

unity. 

 

Yaradua made retrieved some of the assets which were mortgaged in the name of 

privatization program. He took those properties and ensured a transparent program 

across the country. Yaradua made sure the country enjoyed a democratic society, 

many governors who rigged elections were booted out true the judicial system and 

these branch of government enjoyed his cooperation and they were not truncated 

like in some administrations in the country. 

 



Yaradua was a patriot, a man of peace and an icon of peace and championed the 

unity of Nigeria above his personal interests. He is the most performing president 

of Nigeria though his tenure was aborted by his ill health which led to his death in 

2010. He was a patriot and was so liberal to the views and dissenting opinions of 

Nigerians irrespective of political affiliation or regional backgrounds. His death 

was widely felt by Nigerians because he was a man of honor and live with his 

integrity and showed his love for a unified Nigeria. 

 

 

Here's a breakdown of the Presidents of Nigeria from 1990 until now: 

 

1. Ibrahim Babangida (1985-1993) 

2. Ernest Shonekan (Interim President: August-November 1993) 

3. Sani Abacha (1993-1998) 

4. Abdulsalami Abubakar (1998-1999) 

5. Olusegun Obasanjo (1999-2007) 

6. Umaru Musa Yar'Adua (2007-2010) 

7. Goodluck Jonathan (2010-2015) 

8. Muhammadu Buhari (2015-present) 

 

 

 

Since 1990, Nigeria has had six presidents, including both military and civilian 

leaders. Here's a list of Nigerian presidents from 1990 to the present, along with 

their respective tenures: 

 

It's difficult to definitively say who the best president is, as opinions may vary. 

However, President Olusegun Obasanjo is often considered one of the more 



effective leaders due to his economic reforms and efforts to reduce corruption. 

Some notable policies implemented during his presidency include: 

 

1. Privatization of state-owned enterprises to promote efficiency and 

competitiveness. 

2. Establishment of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 

to combat corruption. 

3. Implementation of the National Economic Empowerment and Development 

Strategy (NEEDS) to foster economic growth and poverty reduction. 

4. Improvement of Nigeria's international relations and debt relief negotiations. 

5. Expansion of the telecommunications sector, leading to increased access to 

mobile services. 


